
 

Deeper In God 
May 1, 2016 

THIS WEEK’S SCRIPTURE: Psalm 73, NIV 

 

THIS WEEK’S BIG IDEA: There is absolutely nothing inconsistent 
with understanding that evil exists in the world even in the presence of a 
good, all-powerful, and loving God. 

Reflect:  How have you attempted to make sense of the presence of evil in 
the world in light of the fact that we as Christians claim that God is good? 
 

Reflect:  Have you ever read the book of Job?  In Job, God appears to 
allow Satan to put Job to the test.  In the end, Job comes out trusting in 
the goodness of God even in the midst of a severe trial that we couldn't 
even imagine.  Take some time to scan the book of Job this week.  Note 
your reactions.  How does the text make you feel?  What do you imagine 
that God wants us to understand from this important but somewhat 
perplexing book? 

 
Reflect:  Have you ever stopped to consider just where God is in the midst 
of the suffering and evil of the world?  According to what you know to be 
true of God, especially in light of the life and death of Jesus, where is God 
in the midst of pain and suffering?  Does God embrace it or avoid it?  
Where have you sensed God in the presence of your own suffering and 
struggle? 
 
Reflect:  In Psalm 73, the psalmist looks around and sees that those who 
live without God seem to have a painless struggle-free existence.  Have 
you ever been there?  What incorrect assumptions might we be making 
about peoples situations from simply looking at them from afar? 
 
Reflect: The Apostle Paul in Romans 8 makes the statement that "all 
creation groans and waits" because it has been subject to corruption and 
decay.  How have you experienced that to be true?  What signs do you see 
in the world that suggest that? 
 
Rest & Reflect:  Days 6 & 7 are days of rest and reflection. Use these 

days to dig a bit deeper if you feel inspired. 


